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Page 39, line 17, delete "process"; 

y 

line 18, delete "the"; ^ 
same line, change "should" to. - -would- - ; 
Page 40, line 14, cha^ige "contents" to --content--; 

^ / 

line 17, change "contents" to --content--; 
Page 41, line 8, change "communicate" to --establish 
communication between--; / 

', change "with" to --and--; 

.2, change "becomes" tOy--±s placed in an- 
.3, chaVige "becomes" to^^-is placed in an- 
.4, cha^ige "becomes" to --ys placed in an- 

:ions" tfe A -operation- - ; 







line 






line 






line 






line 


Page 


42, 


line 


Page 


50, 


line 


Page 


51, 


line 


Page 


53, 


line 
line 



lange "operations" t,o --operation--; 
lan^e "content s^^^^o --content--; 
Lng^"record" to --recording--; 



IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1-31 by rewriting same to read as 
follows : 



— 1. (Amended) A recording an^ reproducing apparatus, 
prising : 

a storing portion for storing ^t least one program of 
[contents] content data; 

a recording and reproducing portlion for writing 
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[contents] content data to s^id storing portion and reading 
[contents] stored content/ data from said storing portion; and 

a signal generating portion for generating a permission 
signal that allows ysaid recording and reproducing portion to 
reproduce [conte;?!fts ] said stored content data stored in said 
storing portic 

wherei/fi when said signal generating portion transmits 
[the] sa/d permission signal to said recording and reproducing 
portio^, said recording and reproducing portion reproduces 
[cocitents] said stored content data stored in said storing 
portion . 

--2. (Amended) The recording apfl reproducing apparatus 
[as ] set forth in claim 1 , 

wherein said storing portion stores index data along with 
[contents] said content d^a, and 

[wherein] sai<^^^cording and reproducing portion rewrites 
[the] said index irirormation corresponding to [the] said 
permission sigrwl so as to allow said recording and 
reproducing efortion to reproduce [contents] said stored 
content d^a stored in said storing portion corresponding to 
[the] ySaid rewritten index data. 



--3. (Amended) The ^;?ecording and reproducing apparatus 
[as] set forth in cl^iTm 2,^ 
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wherein when said recording and reproducing portion 
reproduces [contents] content data^stored in said storing 
portion, said recording and re^^roducing portion supplies [the] 
said index data stored in s^d storing portion to said 
generating portion, and 

[wherein] said sig4ia|p^enerating portion generates a 
permission signal corresponding to [the] said index data 
received from said^ recording and reproducing portion. 



--4- (Amended) The recording ^d reproducing apparatus 
[as] set forth in claim 3, 

wherein when said recording and reproducing portion 
writes [contents] content dat^^ to said storing portion [, the] 
and said index data stored /in said storing portion is 
imperfect index data, anc 

[wherein] when sai4 redbrding and reproducing portion 
reproduces [contents 1 /said stored content data stored in said 
storing portion, sai/d recording and reproducing portion 
rewrites [the] said imperfect index data [into] to perfect 
index data correg^^onding to [the] said permission signal 
received from s/kid signal generating portion. 



--5. (Zunended) The recording and reproducing apparatus 
[as] set forth in claim 4, 

wherein [the] said permission signal generated by said 
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signal generating portion is per^ct index data of [contents] 
content data [that is] read f^m said storing portion and 
[that is] reproduced by say3 rec^o^ding and reproducing 
portion . 




--6. (Amended) The reoording and reproducing apparatus 
as] set forth in claim 2, further comprising: 

a [charging] charge mrocessing portion for performing a 
charging process before ^aid signal generating portion 
generates [the] said peAiission signal;, 

wherein when said /recording and reproducing portion 
reproduces [contents] /content data stored in said storing 
portion, said recording and reproducing portion supplies [the] 
said index data to said signal generating portion and said 
[charging] charge processing portion performs [the] said 
charging process, /and 

wherein whery said charging processing portion has 
completed [the] said charging process, said signal generating 
portion generates [the] said permission signal. 



— 7. (Amended) The recording and reproducing apparatus 
[as] set forth in claim i, further comprising: 

a terminal unit comnected to said recording and 
reproducing portion; a^d 

a server unit [hiving] containing said signal generating 
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portion, said server urfit being connected to said terminal 
unit through a communacation network. 



--8. (Amendec^ The recording and reproducing apparatus 
[as] set forth iry claim 1, further comprising: 

a terminal /unit [having] containing said signal 
generating poryion, said terminal unit being connected to said 
recording and /reproducing portion; and 

a server unit connected to said terminal unit through a 
communication network . 

--9. (Trended) The / recording and reproducing apparatus 
s] set forth in claim /l, further comprising: 
a charging processing portion, 
wherein when said /recording and reproducing portion 
reproduces [contents] iaid stored content data stored in said 
storing portion, said ^recording and reproducing portion 
supplies a charging process signal to said [charging] charge 



processing portion so 
portion performs the 
[wherein] after 
completed [the] said 



portion supplies [thf; 
recording and reprodu 



that said [charging] charge processing 
charging process, and 

said charging processing portion has 
charging process, said signal generating 

said permission signal to said 
cing portion. 
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--10. (Amended) The recording and reproducing apparatus 
[as] set forth in claim 9, 

wherein said storing bortion stores [the] said charging 
process signal and [the] said reproduction permission signal 
along with [contents] saiii content data, and 

[wherein] said recording and reproducing portion rewrites 
[the] said reproduction /permission signal corresponding to 
[the] said permission signal received from said signal 
generating portion . 



--11. (Amended) j\ recording and reproducing apparatus, 
comprising : 

a recording and Reproducing portion, having a storing 
portion for storing eit least one program of [contents] content 
data, for writing [contents] content data to said storing 
portion and reading /[contents] stored content data from said 
storing portion; anc 

a server unit naving a signal generating portion for 
generating a permission signal that allows said recording and 
reproducing portioA to reproduce [contents] said stored 
content data stored in said storing portion, 

if said signal generating portion 
id permission signal to said recording and 



wherein [wher 
transmits [the] sjl 



reproducing portion, said recording and reproducing portion 
reproduces [contents] said stored content data stored in said 



10 



7246/58775 



3tor -i ng portl i om 



--12. (Amended) The recordingyand reproducing apparatus 
[as] set forth in claim 11, 

wherein said storing por-bfon stores index data along with 
[contents] said content dataf, and 

[wherein] said recording and reproducing portion rewrites 
[the] said index information corresponding to [the] said 
permission signal so/as allow said recording and 
reproducing portioK to reo^roduce [contents] said stored 
content data sto/red in said storing portion corresponding to 
[the] said rev^itten index data. 



--13. (Amended) The recording ^nd reproducing apparatus 
[as] set forth in claim 12, 

wherein when said recording y^nd reproducing portion 
reproduces [contents] said stored content data stored in said 
storing portion, said recordi/g and reproducing portion 
supplies [the] said index dafta /^tored in said storing portion 
to said signal generating /portic>n, and 

[wherein] said signal generating portion generates a 
permission signal corresponding to [the] said index data 
received from said recording and reproducing portion. 



■-14. (Amended) The recording and reproducing apparatus 
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*^la .s ] s.e. t — £q^ ^ in " Llaxuu-l ia.y^ 

wherein when said recording and rer/roducing portion 
writes [contents] content data to said/storing portion [, the] 
and said index data stored in said s/oring portion is 
imperfect index data, and 

[wherein] when said recording and reproducing portion 
reproduces [contents] said stored content data stored in said 
storing portion, said recording and reproducing portion 
rewrites [the] said imperfecy index data into perfect index 
data corresponding to [the] / said permission signal received 
from said signal generatir/g portion. 




— 15. (Amended) ytie recording and reproducing apparatus 
[as] set forth in cla^m 14^ 

wherein [the] said permission signal generated by said 
signal generating nfortion is perfect index data of [contents] 
said stored content data [that is] read from said storing 
portion and [that is] reproduced by said recording and 
reproducing por/cion . 
y 

— 16. (Amended) The recording and reproducing apparatus 
as] set forth in clain 12, further comprising: 

a [charging] charg e processing portion for performing a 



charging process befor 
generates [the] said p 



2 said signal generating portion 
ermission signal. 
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wherein when sa 
reproduces [contents] said 



storing portion, said reco 
supplies [the] said index 
portion and said [charging 
[the] said charging process 

[wherein] when said [ 
has completed the charging 
portion generates [the] sdt 



]'ding and reproducing portion 
lata to said signal generating 

charge processing portion performs 
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ng and reproducing portion 

stored content data stored in said 



, and 

charging] charge processing portion 
process, said signal generating 
d permission signal. 



- — 17. (Amended) The /recording and reproducing apparatus 
[as] set forth in claim ll, further comprising: 
a charging processing portion, 

wherein when said recording and reproducing portion 
reproduces [contents] sadjd stored content data stored in said 
storing portion, said recording and reproducing portion 
supplies a charging procfess signal to said [charging] charge 
processing portion so thjkt said [charging] charge processing 
portion performs the chalrging process, and 

d [charging] charge processing portion ^ 

charging process, and signal 
.ies [the] said permission signal to 
)ducing portion. 



[wherein] after sa 
has completed [the] sai( 



generating portion supp 
said recording and repr 



— 18. (Amended) The recording and reproducing apparatus 
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[as] set forth in/ claim 17, 

wherein said storing portion stores [the] said charging 
process signal [the] said reproduction permission signal 

along with [contents] said content data, and 

[wherein] paid recording and reproducing portion rewrites 
[the] said reproduction permission signal corresponding to 



[the] said pern 
generating port 



ission signal received from said signal 
ion . 



--19. (Amended) recording and reproducing apparatus 

[as] set forth in claim 17, 

wherein said [cmrging and] charge processing portion is 
connected to said recording and reproducing portion and to 



said server unit t'Tirough a communication network. 





/--20. (Amended) The refcording and reproducing apparatus 
[asg] set forth in claim 19, 

( wherein at least [uniqjLie] identification data is stored 
in said terminal unit, 

[wherein] and when said recording and reproducing portion 
reproduces [contents] said stored content data stored in said 
storing portion, said terminal unit supplies [the] said 
identification data to said [charging] charge processing 



portion, and 

[wherein] when said 



[charging] charge processing portion 
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has determined that said terminal unit is valid [corresponding 
to the] based upon saidjf identification data received from said 
terminal unit, said [charging] charge processing portion 
starts [the] said charging process. 

— 21. (Amended) /The recording and reproducing apparatus 
[as] set forth in cliim 20, 

wherein when sejid [charging] charge processing portion 
has determined that /said terminal unit is valid [corresponding 
to the] based upon feaid identification data received from said 
terminal unit, said [charging] charge processing portion is 
connected to said perver unit through the communication 
network so that said [charging] charge processing portion 
performs [the] safLd charging process and rewrites [the] said 




reproduction permission signal corresponding to [the] said 



permission signa| received from said signal generating 
portion . 



— 22. (Amended) A data repr52Kiucing method, comprising 
the steps of : 

issuing a [contents] consent data transmission request to 
a server unit, [the content^] said content data transmission 
request causing a server yUniftAua transmit index data 
corresponding to [contents] stored content data reproduced 
from a storing portion /of a terminal unit, [the] said storing 
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portion storing at least one program of [conte/its] stored 
content data and [the] said index data; 

causing [the] said server unit to transmit said index 
data of [contents] said stored content d/ta reproduced by 
[the] said terminal unit corresponding /co [the] said 
transmission request received from [tine] said terminal unit; 

causing [the] said terminal uni(4: to rewrite [the] said 
index data stored in [the] said spring portion corresponding 
to [the] said index data receiv^ from [the] said server unit; 
and 

causing [the] said termLfial unit to reproduce [contents] 
said stored content data stored in [the] said storing portion 
corresponding to [the] sai/d rewritten index data. 

— 23. (Amended) T^ne data reproducing method [as] set 
forth in claim 22, 

wherein wh^^n [the] said terminal unit reproduces 
[contents] said stated content data stored in [the] said 
storing portion, ythe] sai^terminal unit supplies [the] said 
index data stored in [the] /aid storing portion to [the] said 
server unit and/ [the] said server unit supplies perfect index 
data to [the] baid terminal unit corresponding to [the] said 
received indeK data. 



— 24 . /(Amended) The data reproducing method [as] set 
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wherein when [the] said recording and reproducing portion 
writes [contents] content data to [the] said/storing portion [, 
the] and said index data is imperfect, and / 




[wherein] when [the] said terminal ucfit reproduces 
[contents] said stored content data storyfed in [the] said 



storing portion, [the charging] said cbfarge processing portion 
rewrites [the] said imperfect index data corresponding to said 
perfect index data received from [thfe] said server unit. 

--25. (Amended) A data reproducing method, comprising 
the steps of: / 

reading charging data stoi/ed in a storing portion when a 
terminal unit having [the] said storing portion for storing at 
least one program of [contents] content data and charging data 
corresponding thereto is corinecterd to a [charging] charge 
processing unit ' / \ 

transmitting [the] gaid charging data that is read from 
[the] said storing porti/on to [the charging] said charge 
processing unit and to /a server unit connected thereto through 
a communication network so as to perform a charging process; 
and / 

allowing [the] feaid terminal unit to reproduce [contents] 
stored content data/stored in [the] said storing portion after 
[the] said charginqf process has been completed between [the 
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charging] said charge processing unit and [t;ne] said server 
unit. / 

— 26. (Amended) The data reproduc/ng method [as] set 
forth in claim 25, / 

wherein [the] when said storing^portion has stored [the 
contents] content data, [the] said jfeharging data, and 
permission data [that allows contents] allowing said stored 
content data to be reproduced, /and 

wherein the] said permission data is rewritten to data 
[that allows contents] allowi/ig said stored content data 
stored in [the] said storina portion to be reproduced after 
[the] said charging process has been completed between [the] 
said charging processing unit and [the] said server unit. 

— 27. (Amended) ^he data reproducing method [as] set 
forth in claim 26, 

wherein when [obntents] content data is written to [the] 
said storing portidn, [the] said permission data [is data 
that] prohibits [yhe contents] said stored content data stored 
in [the] said storing portion from being reproduced. 

— 28. (Amended) The data reproducing method [as] set 
forth in claim" 27, 

wherein /when [the] said terminal unit is connected to 
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[the charging] said charge processing unit, [i"^ said charge 
processing unit performs an authenticating pi^cess for [the] 
said terminal unit. 



--2 9. (Amended) A data recording appi reproducing method, 
comprising the steps of: 

storing at least one program of ^^ontents] content data 
[stored] in a first storing portion and storing charging data 
that represents charging information of [the contents] stored 
content data [to] in a second stor/ng portion of a terminal 
unit ; 

reading [the] said charging/ data stored in [the] said 
second storing portion when [the] said terminal unit is 
connected to a [charging] charge processing unit; 

transmitting [the] said/ charging data to [the charging] 
said charge processing uniy and to a server unit connected 
thereto through a communipatioj^^etwork; and 

allowing [the] said/ terminal unit to reproduce [contents] 
stored content data stored in [the] said storing portion after 
[the] said charging p^/ocess has been completed between [the 
charging] said chargife processing unit and [the] said server 
unit . 



--30. (Amendfed) The data recording and reproducing 
method [as] set /forth in claim 29, 



